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Holiday 2019

Calling all Homes & Heroes for the Holidays!
That’s right all my festive friends of felines, we are calling on the HERO 
inside of YOU this holiday season! We already know that you are a HERO 

because you are part of our ASAP family, which means that 
in some way, big or small, you have made a difference in the 
life of a cat. Maybe you put some food outside for a hungry, 

scraggly stray cat like me, or adopted one (or several) into your 
family for keeps…or maybe you Sponsor-A-Cat at ASAP, or donate to 

our shelter…but in some way, it matters to you that the lives of all of my feline 
pals are better. See? This old alley cat isn’t pullin’ your leg, you are already a 
HERO to ASAP!

On the following pages, we explore many of the ways that our community 
shows up as HEROES for cats—and these stories are YOUR stories! They 
are the inspiration for our first ever HOLIDAY HOMES & HEROES campaign! 
With our shelter stuffed to bursting with cats (kinda like we all feel after that 

second helping of pumpkin pie on Thanksgiving) those ASAP folks knew we needed to 
do even more to ensure that as many cats as possible found loving homes before the end 
of the year. And if there’s one thing that our ASAP peeps know how to do well: it’s MORE!

Check out page 7 for information on how you 
can join ASAP in making sure that every cat in 
our shelter has a HOME or a HERO this holiday 
season. The HOME part isn’t rocket science, just 
come on by our shelter and pick out a new feline 
family member! But if you can’t take one of our 
kitties home right now, you can still be a HERO by 
becoming an advocate for a cat finding a family. My 
ASAP peeps had this brilliant idea of engaging our 
community (yes that means YOU!) in promoting 
a chosen cat on social media and with friends 
and family. Come on, isn’t being a HERO the best 
holiday gift you could give yourself or someone 
you love?!

As ASAP winds down our 30th year—errrr, 
WHAT?! Yep, in case you’ve had your head buried 
inside a paper bag and somehow missed it, ASAP 
celebrated THREE DECADES of saving cats’ lives 
this year! Ho ho ho, indeed. That’s literally tens 
of thousands of feline lives saved. Makes this old 
curmudgeonly cat nostalgic because I’ve been there since the beginning and I’ve seen it 
all: the cats that have come through our door, all the lives saved, the human and feline 
families reunited and formed new, right in our very shelter. Oh geez here I go again, waxing 
sentimental, when I was specifically instructed by our NEW (old) Executive Director to be 
festive and happy with my holiday missive. Did ya catch that little clue I gave you there? 
Check out page 6 where the proverbial cat is outta the bag about our leadership news! 

As we move through this holiday season and into 2020, we hope the stories on these pages 
will inspire you to join with our HOME & HEROES campaign. Our holiday wish for you is to 
be nestled in with those you love, both human and feline. If you listen closely, I’m sure you 
can hear the collective chorus of 30 years of ASAP cats purring throughout the land. Gotta 
go now, ‘cause this old tomcat’s gotta help those ASAP folks make sure there’s ANOTHER 30 
YEARS of saving feline lives ahead! This old tomcat is a HERO, too. For real.

Merry, merry and happy holidays!

Basil, The Hero Cat
Issue No. 25, November 20, 2019
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"If you can't take me home, will you still 
be my hero?" is the theme for our Holiday 
Homes & Heroes campaign.
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Victor was found lying on the side of the 
road—barely responsive and unable to move. 
A Good Samaritan took him to VCA/CARE 
Emergency Clinic where it was determined 
that he had a dislocated hip and injury to his 
lower spine and pelvis (subluxation). Alone 
and broken, with no one to claim Victor as 
their own, the call was made to ASAP.

Every year, ASAP receives calls like this, broken 
cats with no one to claim them, no one to 
advocate for them and cover the veterinary 
costs to heal them. Like Victor, cats who are 
hit by cars typically sustain injuries to their 
hind limbs and lower spine, which can vary 
in severity from bruising and dislocation to 
shattered bones. We consult closely with the 
emergency veterinarians to determine the 
extent of the injuries and the chances of recovery. If the cat has a good prognosis and can be treated, 
we have never said no, regardless of the damage and cost. The stark reality is that if ASAP isn’t there 
to help, there would be no option for these cats but to euthanize them.

With ASAP’s permission, CARE was able to provide immediate life saving measures and treatment for 
Victor’s dislocated hip and spinal injury. Faced with weeks of cage rest, Victor was then transferred to 
ASAP foster, Lisa Mathiasen, who is very experienced with nursing injured cats. But after just a few weeks 
of cage rest, Lisa realized that something was wrong. A few x-rays and veterinary consultations later, 

it was determined that Victor 
would need surgery to repair his 
hip and keep it from continually 
dislocating. ASAP was lucky to 
partner with Cat & Bird Clinic 
for this major surgery—the 
next step on Victor’s road to 
becoming unbroken. 

Over the past 30 years and 
tens of thousands of cats at 
ASAP, there are many stories 
like Victor’s. Cats that through 
it all—the painful injuries, 
strangers handling them in 
unfamiliar surroundings, and 
weeks of discomfort and 
recovery—somehow KNOW 
that we are there to help them. 
For those of us on the front lines 
of these stories, these cats are 
our heroes—and they melt our 
hearts every time with their 
trust and loving personalities. 

Another step on the road to becoming unbroken, Victor recovers in his 
foster's home after major surgery to repair his hip.

From Broken and Alone... to Belonging

Clearly starting to enjoy the "good life", Victor dreams of finding his forever family.



Finally in a home again, Aubrey enjoys snuggling and 
affection from her foster,  Candece.

Amazing Aubrey is Back in a Home!

I am so happy to have this sweet cat in my life. 
Aubrey likes to knead and cuddle, especially when 
it is cooler. She has also taken over my bed and 
snores at times, but I have adjusted. Sometimes she 
has bursts of energy and plays like a young kitten. 
I have been able to get her to do her 'touch', 'sit', 
and 'high five' tricks, so now we are working on 
paw shakes. She loves her catnip-infused scratcher 
and chats with the birds that visit my feeder.

I am so grateful for the kind and patient ASAP staff 
who helped with my decision to foster Aubrey.

- Candece D.

We are thrilled to share that Aubrey, featured in a recent 
edition of Cat Nips and a long time resident of ASAP, is 
again in a loving home environment. Her new foster, 
Candece, recently gave us this wonderful update:
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Victor is doing wonderfully with us in our new home. He took to our new apartment right away and 
was all purrs as soon as we let him out of the carrier (he is not a fan of car rides though!) and seems as 
happy as can be. He's getting plenty of playtime with his new toys and is especially fond of the larger 
cardboard scratchers.

He's picked out a few favorite places such 
as the ottoman and our spare tempurpedic 
mattress as his favorite spots and he's also 
become very fond of a spare Lacroix box to 
sit in from time to time as well when he's not 
having a case of the zoomies. We were also 
rather surprised that he's a bit of a talker, but 
on the quiet side and is quite the cuddler as 
well. He's also rather well known due to all of 
your posters, a bit of a local celebrity almost!  
When we called to schedule a check-up for him 
at the Cat & Bird Clinic they were very excited 
to hear that he was adopted.

All in all we're very happy to have him as part 
of our family and think he seems to be as well. 
 
- Eric S. Victor, fully healed and unbroken, has finally found his place of 

belonging with Eric and his family.

Healing Victor was just the first step for ASAP—our job was far from over because he still did have a 
family to belong to. Our dedicated volunteers went to work posting flyers around town and promoting 
Victor on social media. We hoped and waited for the next hero in Victor's story to walk through our 
shelter door. And then, just like that, it happened. As you look at the photos and read his adopter's 
words, we think it's clear, Victor has finally found his place of belonging. 
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Life happens. And sometimes it’s messy and 
less than perfect. While we can’t control the 
things that happen to us, the proof of our 
character is in how we respond in times of 
hardship, stress and crisis. 

This is the story of Angela and Yawn, the 
17 year old cat that had been with her all 
of his life. And it’s also the story of Julie, an 
ASAP foster, and a senior cat named Tux. But 
ultimately, this story is about compassion and 
understanding—and the willingness of ASAP 
to truly help cats and the people they love. 

Angela and her cat Yawn had been together 
for 17 years—he was her constant companion 
through years of ups and downs. But then 
life dealt a hard blow to Angela that left her 
living in her car. Yawn was the love of her life 
and Angela’s only comfort, but she knew that 
asking her senior cat to live in a car was unfair. 

Devastated, Angela brought Yawn to ASAP. 
Can any of us imagine the courage and 
selflessness it took to make such a choice? 
Understanding the love we feel for our cats, it 
was a heroic sacrifice to give him up to those 
who could provide better care.

Fueled by heartbreak, Angela got her life 
together and after six months of steady 
employment, she finally had a stable home. 
Then Angela did a second heroic thing: risking 
judgement and rejection, she called ASAP and 
asked if Yawn was still there and if there was 
any way she could adopt him back.

Since Yawn was a senior 17 year old cat, ASAP 
had placed him in long term foster with Julie. 
Of course, Julie had fallen in love with Yawn, 
too. But when she got the call from ASAP 
about Yawn’s former owner, Julie made a 
selfless choice too—she knew that no matter 
how special the past few months had been 
with Yawn, it paled by comparison to the 17 
years he had spent with Angela.

It was a tearful reunion. Angela had never given up hope and had kept all of Yawn’s belongings. 
And she knew how lucky she was to get him back—how fortunate that it was ASAP she asked to 

Sometimes what is best for a cat is giving their person a second chance
Seeing the Heart & Humanity

It broke my heart to turn my boy into the shelter 
because I couldn’t care for him properly. It was like 
losing a part of my soul. I didn’t know if I would ever 
see him again. It was an absolute miracle that ASAP 
was willing to facilitate our reunion. After such a low 
point in my life, getting my beloved Yawn back has 
completed my recovery. I am forever grateful to the 
people at ASAP. - Angela R.



Nineteen years ago we (my parents) got a cat from 
ASAP. He died in the spring so a few months ago 
we went looking for a new fluff ball to join our 
family. We found Rosie and immediately knew she 
was ours. She was very shy at first, but after a few 
visits at ASAP she got to know us better.

Rosie’s home now and doing amazing. She went 
from being shy to parading around the house. She 
comes when we call her and when we pat a spot, 
like a bed or chair, she will hop up on it to be pet. 
Rosie really likes attacking things under blankets. 
She likes going under blankets even more so and 
will sleep under them. We have to be careful not 
to sit on her.

When we adopted her we thought she was a silent 
cat, but she has her little bursts of meows. We are 
very happy to say that she hardly sheds at all—
way less than our last cat from ASAP. The whole 
family is very happy with her, even though she has 
favorites. We are really thankful that she has come 
into our lives and filled it with pink noses and fluffy 
tummies.

- Sadia H. (age 12)

Lucky 12 year old Tux has a 24/7 companion with Julie, 
and they couldn’t be happier spending their senior years 
together.

help. ASAP cares for our cats with compassion, but 
also extends that compassion to the people in our 
community. Sometimes the situation is messy, and 
requires suspending judgement and making allowances 
for hardship and regrettable choices. This is ASAP’s 
strength—seeing through to the heart of the situation. 
Sometimes it’s not just the cats who need a second 
chance; people do too.

And foster Julie? Within about five minutes of Yawn 
being gone, she reached out to ASAP and asked for 
another senior foster kitty. Apparently, her home felt so 
lonely without a cat, she couldn’t bear it.

How many courageous acts occurred in this story? How 
many heroes? We’ve lost count and that’s not even 
including the ASAP volunteers who selflessly gave of 
their time and energy to make the impossible possible! 

This is one of those ASAP stories that happen almost 
daily and could easily have gone unnoticed. But for 
Angela, Yawn, Julie and Tux, this story is indelible, and 
the role that ASAP played in their lives will never be 
forgotten.

Little Bursts of Meows
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Dear ASAP Family,

I’ve come home to ASAP—and it’s one of the best 
and most meaningful decisions of my life. After 15 
years wearing many different ASAP hats, I definitely 
needed to take a break and rebalance. But over the 
past 18 months of “retirement”, the truth is that 
no matter where I traveled in the world, ASAP was 
always in my heart (and sometimes in my backpack)!

I have been overwhelmed by the warm welcome I’ve 
received from the ASAP Board, volunteers, donors 
and community members—and almost everyone 
asks me the same question: How did I made the 
decision to return as Executive Director?

That answer is the same as the answers to the 
questions I asked myself over the past 18 months:  
What makes a meaningful life? What fuels my 
passion and feeds my soul? At the end of my working 
days, what will I be the most proud of? Quite simply, 
the answer to all those questions is ASAP. This small, 
yet mighty, organization with a huge heart is where 
I’ve done my finest, most heartfelt work. 

On the pages of this newsletter, we explore the 
many ways each of us is a hero. A hero to the cats 
sleeping in our homes, to the ones lost and found, 
to the abandoned and broken needing compassion 
and healing. As I write these words, I know that 
ASAP is a hero too. The strength and spirit that lives in this organization, fueled by our collective efforts, 
have made it possible to save 1,000 cats and kittens a year for the past 30 years. Tell me, what is more heroic 
than that?

It is good to be back where I belong at ASAP. And I ask you to join me this holiday season in helping our 
beloved organization stay around for the next 30 years. We still have a great deal of work to do and we need 
your help to do it. We know that you want to make a difference in the lives of the cats that arrive every day 

at our shelter needing veterinary care, food in their bellies, 
love and understanding. That’s why you donate to ASAP: to 
make it possible for us to do this work that you care so much 
about. And for every cat inside our shelter, there are literally 
thousands more outside, facing hardship and hunger—the 
lucky ones will find their way to ASAP.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you. Thank you for all 
the ways that you are a hero in the lives of cats. Thank you 
for being a hero to ASAP—for making ASAP possible. Thank 
you for allowing me to do this work.

Warm holiday wishes,

Angela Walters Yates
Executive Director

Double Take: 
ASAP's First Executive Director Comes Home

ASAP Alumnus, Alfalfa, with Angela. They have been inseparable 
since he was brought to our shelter in 2007 as an orphaned 
neonatal kitten.
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Our holiday wish for every cat is to find their forever home, especially around this season of joy and 
giving. But we know that not everyone has the ability to adopt a cat right now... or perhaps you already 
have a house full of cats and you want to do even more! So this holiday season we are inviting our feline-
loving community to become HEROES! 

You might be wondering what it means to be a “hero” to a cat? As you have read on these pages, 
there are many ways to fulfill this role and change the world for a cat. Our Holiday HOMES & HEROES 
campaign will launch on Black Friday and run through the end of the year, with the goal of every cat in 
the shelter having, you got it, a HOME or a HERO!

Not simply an adoption promotion, HOMES & HEROES is about community engagement. We invite you 
to visit our shelter and pick out the cat that you will champion. When you become a Holiday HERO, you 
become an advocate for the cat finding a home: telling your friends and family, spreading the word, 
posting on social media—truly becoming the HERO in that cat’s story!

ASAP Launches Holiday Homes & Heroes!

Change the life of a cat this holiday season by participating in our Holiday HOMES & HEROES campaign!

Visit the ASAP shelter to pick out a cat to champion, take photos to share with friends, 
family and social media, and post your HERO photo on our shelter bulletin board. Make it 
your goal to help ASAP find a loving, forever home for your championed cat.

HEROES will receive a special Holiday Heroes certificate with a photo of your cat, an open 
invitation to visit their cat at the shelter, and a notification when their cat is adopted. Our 
suggested HERO donation to support the care of your cat while at the shelter is $100.

Heroes

"If you can't take 
me home, will you 
still be my hero?"

Adopt an adult cat for $25 or 2 kittens for $50!
Homes Holiday Homes & Heroes

November 29–December 31
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ASAP - Animal Shelter Assistance Program
5473 Overpass Road, Santa Barbara, CA ▪ Monday-Saturday 10:00am–4:45pm ▪ Open Until 7pm Wednesday and 12pm–3pm Sunday 

ASAP is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization ▪ Federal Tax ID: 77-0283500

P.O. Box 357
Goleta, CA 93116-0357

805 683-3368 
info@asapcats.org
www.asapcats.org

Facebook.com/asapcats

Instagram.com/asapcats

Visions of Basil Swag Danced in Their Heads

Be a hero for 
your Basil fan club 
friends and family 
this holiday season with 
the perfect gift. Basil's got something 
for everyone! Who wouldn't want that 
precocious black cat emblazoned on their 
holiday gifts?!

Wine glasses? Yep, we've got those! New T-shirts styles? Sure 
thing, we've got those too! Socks? Oh yeah! PLUS for the first time 
ever, ASAP is selling cat calendars showing off some of the beloved 
cats in our community—YOURS! Each month of 2020 has been 
sponsored by an auction winner from Basil's Big Bash and features 
a different family of felines, making your whole year wonderfully 
purrfect. These special 2020 calendars are on sale right meow at 
ASAP for $20! And like all of our holiday merchandise, 100% of the 
proceeds benefit the cats and kittens at ASAP.

Check out the pages inside this newsletter for other ways YOU can 
be a HERO to our cats this holiday season.


